


















































and poor writing. But maybe there is another answer. Maybe fans and book
critics don't like Spillane because the public does 1like him and we have
come to think that the public mey be wrong in 1literary tastes and judge-
ments, That may have been so oncey but in a country 1like America, the-
public is becoming educated to develope a literary taste. Because of the
public, today's comic books have pulp level writing, our pulps are using¢
slick-paper stories, and the slicks often delve into "Quality Magazine" .
material, all compared to the publications of ten years ago. Let's face
it. The public mey be right. Mickey Spillane may have done for grown-ups
what Hans Christian Anderson did for smaller children.

Incidently, I have read two of the man's books -- the first and the
last to date. ~In "I, the Jury", I got the impression he was learning to
write., The last half of the book 1is certainly 2 much smoother, profes-
sional job . than the first. After five more books, "Kiss Me, Deadly"--
shows some additional improvement. Mike Hammer has developed enough char-
acter to not sleep with every woman who comes along and to keep fidelity
to one woman. Only once in the book does he assault an innocent person,
and then he hits him instead of killing him. A "skinny" clerk a2t a locker
room refuses to be bribed and therefore became a "punk", i.e., anycne who
talks back to Hammer. It's intcresting to note that the innocent people
Hammer assaults are usually physically weaker than Mike, the sign of an
inferiority complex on someone's part. Likewise, Liike Hemmer shows that
he can get along without his gun if he has to, 2altho he prefers not to.
Only on the 1last page does Spillane make two serious errors., A girl is
described as being covered with burned tissue scers from her throat to
thighs thichs and being recovered. A human being can't live if over two
thirds of the body has been burned to the 3rd degree. Mickey then relates
how Mike sets the girl on fire because she had recently hed a rubdown in
rubbgng alcbhol. This is dn over-estimction of the inflammability of al-
cohol, considering its rapid evaporation reaction. Still this book is an
improvement. If.Spillane cver writes another book, it might not be bad at
all. :

In revisiting Spillane, I mustn't forget an expose to the effect thet
Howard Browne actually wrote the story, but I don't think this is entirely
correct, In an interview with Life Magazine, Spillzne outlined "The Veil-
ed Woman" as his next story. Browne may have done much the work, but he
must have used either Spillane's outline, or perhaps extended the novelet
from Spillane's short story. Such scenes as the fight in the restaurant
in the story must either be genuine Spillane or the greatest pastiche of
modern times, For botter or worse, Mickey Spillane qualifies as a2 science
fiction writer.

As such, he is one of the few stf writers to be 2 movie star, Fritz
Leiber reversed the process and bocame a stf writer after being a movie
star, and John Payne entcred movics after writing horror stories for Weird
Tales, but Spillane became a motion picture star because he wrote such
outstanding fantasy,

I saw Mickey with Clyde Beatty in "Ring of Fear", and he wasn't at all
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would completely destroy every 1living and non-living thing in a good part
of New York state. An H-bomb dropped between Philadelphia and Washington
would probably knock both of them out, killing all life but leaving some
structures standing. Any city that was hit directly by an H-bomb would be
evaporated and a__large circular impression of hardened silicon would be
all that was left. Yes, it would "incapacitate"” downtown Manhattan,

.
-

_ Strauss is a dangerous man, perhaps iﬁ%éhtionally,,perhaps not inten~ ™
tionally, There are enough intellectuals to defend our fréedoms.. from in-
-tellectual tyrants“like McCarthy; but let's not forget that our freedom

and very existance are threatened by soothing politicos 1like Strauss.
Supposé he- begins the minimize the effects of the Cobalt-bomb and authos
rizes a test? ~There are dangers besides the political subversives to our
national security,

-@Harmon's been here -- I can feel a draft."

80K 1SSUES OF P50 AVAILABLEess

DATE ) AUTHORS

May 1950 H. S. Weatherby, Robert Bloch, Stuart M. Boland,
#13 Gerry de la Ree, David H. Keller, C. Lee Riddle,
Jack Riggs, Roy Tackett, A. Aaron Aardvark III, An-
thony Boucher, William James, Everett Winne, Roy
Cummings.

¥ Jul 1950 Larry Saunders, Donald Baker Moore, A. Aaron Aaxrd-
# 14 . vark I I I, Curtis L. Butler, Anthony Boucher,
Roy Cummings,

Oct 1950 - Erik Fennel, Roy Cummings, Toby Duane, Anthony
# 15 Boucher, A. Aaron Aardvark III, Ed Ludwig.

Apr 1951 - ~ Gene Hunter, Roy Cummings, Jack Cordes, Bob Silver-
# 18 berg, Arthur H. Rapp.

Sep 1951 - Dave Mason, T. E. Watkins, Nicholas Hurd, Isabelle E.

# 20 Dinwiddie, Gene Hunter, A. Mebi, Alice Bullock, Lyman
Hake, Neal Clark Reynolds.

Dec 1952 Donald Cantin, Edward Wood, John Ledyard, T. E. Wat-
# 25 kins, Terry Carr, Jim Harmon, Hal Shapiro.

//CHARLES LEE RIDDLE - 108 DUNHAM STREET - .NORWICH, CONNECTICUT//
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